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By Stefani Jackenthal 

On Saturday, August 6th, the inaugural 
“Paddle for the Cause,” 17-mile race 
and 11-mile recreational Poker Paddle 
took kayakers splashing on the mighty 
Hudson River under bright summer 
morning skies. The event was not just 
a fun day in the sun, but raised nearly 
$1,000 for the Susan G. Komen Breast 
Cancer Research Foundation. 

Putting in at Cold Spring, eight racers 
paddled north to the turnaround point 
at Bannerman Castle on Pollepel 
Island, which was built around the turn 
of the 20th century as a munitions 
warehouse. “Its a fascinating piece of 
Hudson River history for the island’s 
significance during the Revolutionary 

War,” says Nancy Brous co-organizer. 
“But, its star feature is the castle that 
has been fraught with explosions and 
disasters, leaving a spectacular ruin 
unrivaled in the area for its odd, some-
what creepy aesthetics.” 

Heading south (with the ebb) past the 
start line, racers pushed-pace 
towards the finish in Annsville Creek, 
where they would to relax and refuel 
with BBQ, Zico Coconut Water and 
chocolatey desserts. All the while, 
twenty-eight poker paddlers were zip-
ping south making five stops along 
the way. Hoping to collect the best 
“poker hand,” they drew playing 
cards from a water staff volunteers 
who distributed cards with the deft 
hands of a Las Vegas Black Jack 
dealers. 

“It is called ‘Poker Paddle’ because 
participants pick up a single playing 
card in five different locations along 
the race route.” Says Peggy Navarre, 
co-organizers, who “loved” bringing 
local paddlers together, while promot-
ing and introducing people to the 
HRWA organization. “Whoever has 
the best hand at the finish line wins a 
prize.” 

For some, it was time to splash in the 
sunshine and get a good workout. “It 
was lots of fun - in spite of sore mus-
cles - and good catering, cookies and 
raffle too.” Noted one participant. 
While for others, it was a day on the 
water to support an ailing friend. “I 
had a terrific time, met some wonder-
ful people and it was a very meaning-
ful day in honor of my friend’s recov-
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ery.” Wrote a poker paddler in a fol-
low-up email. 

In addition to raising a grand for Susan 
G. Komen, this year’s Paddle for the 
Cure raised awareness about paddling 
on the Hudson River and sigwned up 

five new HRWA members. “We hope 
to have even more participant and to 
raise more money next year.” Said 
Navarre and Brous, speaking for the 
group who organized the event. “We 
couldn’t have done it without our great 
volunteers.”

HRWA members are encouraged to 
participate in the 2012 Paddle for the 
Cure and share event information with 
friends, fellow paddlers (and non-
paddlers) - and wear your  
“awesome” event t-shirts to spread 
the word. 

SAVE THE DATE:
September 9th, 2012 

2nd Annual Paddle for the Cause 
A Rally for the Cause Event Benefiting Breast Cancer Research

On the Hudson River   •    Cold Spring to Peekskill

Fun 11 mile Poker Paddle

Advanced 16 mile kayak race course

BBQ, Music and Raffels and Awards at Finish

Cost: $50 - includes Event Race or Paddle, Event T-shirt, BBQ and 

Donation to Breast Cancer Research

Look for upcoming information and registration @ www.hrwa.org
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